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A Comparative Study of the Eastern and Western Paths for the Protection
and Restoration of Inherited Lacquerware

Ma Mingxin
National Museum of China

Abstract: The preservation and restoration of traditional lacquerware have formed unique methods, materials,
and conceptual systems in different cultural regions. This article systematically reviews the material systems
and core restoration concepts of lacquerware protection and restoration in Asia and Europe, revealing that the
two major restoration traditions in the East and West are not simply binary oppositions between "traditional
materials" and "synthetic materials" or "Eastern empiricism" and "Western scientism", but rather the product
of long—term interaction between multiple knowledge systems, institutional structures, material conditions,
and value judgments. The difference between the two paths is the result of the interweaving of multiple factors
mentioned above, reflecting the deep understanding of the connotations of "authenticity" and "cultural heritage"
in different cultural contexts. This article further points out that in the increasingly frequent globalization
cooperation, cross—cultural lacquerware restoration practices should go beyond either or stance confrontation,
and establish a protection decision-making framework that balances native cultural traditions and material
stability through dialogue and negotiation, in order to achieve scientific protection and sustainable inheritance of
lacquerware, a common cultural heritage of humanity.
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