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The Historical Evolution of Traditional Lacquerware Restoration Materials

Ma Mingxin
National Museum of China

Abstract: The selection of materials for the restoration of inherited lacquerware is a core issue in the field of
cultural relic protection that combines technical and ethical considerations. This article takes historical evolution
as a clue to systematically sort out the development of lacquerware restoration materials from traditional natural
materials to modern synthetic materials, and then to cross—cultural comprehensive judgment. Firstly, the
traditional restoration system of the East was examined through historical records, and then the differentiation
path developed from the imitation paint technology and furniture production tradition in the West was analyzed.
Furthermore, this paper explores the problems encountered in the popularization and restoration of the concept
of reversibility and synthetic materials since the mid-20th century, and finally focuses on the cross—cultural
dialogue between the East and the West after the 1980s, as well as the reflection and expansion of the concept of
reversibility in the Nara Authenticity Document. The selection of materials for lacquerware restoration has shifted
from technological opposition to situational comprehensive judgment, from reversibility to reprocessing, reflecting
the shift of cultural heritage protection concepts from material centeredness to emphasis on cultural context.
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